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The Mandatory KYC Requirements for Developers in
relation to Sale and Purchase Transactions in Abu Dhabi

Dear Real Estate Developers in the Emirate of
Abu Dhabi

Greetings from Abu Dhabi Real Estate Centre
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Abu Dhabi ecosystem, all developers are required to
implement Know Your Customer (KYC) procedures for all
investors who are parties to real estate sale and purchase
transactions in Abu Dhabi in line with the timeframes set
out below.
This Circular shall take effect on 18 May 2026 (Effective (3Laill A,li) 2026 glo 18 40 1 Lic eroeill 13 gy J ooy
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Date). A grace period shall apply from the Effective Date
up to and including 31 May 2026, during which developers

are required to take the necessary steps to prepare for

compliance with the requirements set out herein.
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All investors without exception, regardless of nationality,

Scope of Application

domicile, or transaction value, undertaking any sale and
purchase transaction of units and plots whether complete

or off plan or in secondary market.
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Developers must complete the KYC process prior to
registering the relevant Sale and Purchase Agreement
(SPA) with ADREC.

Where a No Objection Certificate (NOC) is required, no
NOC shall be issued by the developer or the community
management company unless the KYC process has been

completed for the new buyer.

For the avoidance of doubt, any developer or community
management company that issued an NOC to a buyer
prior to 18 May 2026 shall be exempt from undertaking

the KYC process referred to herein.
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“ Documentation il siiuall ,,

Developer or investor must submit proof of completed
KYC as part of the documentation required for

registration with ADREC.
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Developers may undertake the necessary compliance,

Approved Service Providers

and KYC checks internally if they meet requirements
under applicable law.

Where this cannot be undertaken internally by the
developer, the developer must submit a certificate and
report conducted by approved third-party service
providers/vendors, the details of service providers/vendors
will be published on ADREC’s official website.

Developers are required to review and formally approve

the KYC outputs prior to submission to ADREC.
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At a minimum, the KYC process must include the

Minimum KYC Requirements

following:

1. Collection and verification of identity data including
obtaining a copy of the full name, date of birth, nationality,
address, and contact details.

2. Screening against applicable local and international
sanctions lists.

3. Politically Exposed Persons (PEP) screening, including
family members and close associates.

4. Adverse media screening using open-source information.
5. ldentification and verification of Ultimate Beneficial Owners
(UBOs) (individuals who ultimately own or control the investor
entity, or who otherwise exercise control) including mapping of
ownership and control structures for corporate investors.

6. Standardised risk scoring after relying on results of
assessment.

7. Analysis of sanctions and adverse media findings, including
false-positive resolution.

8. Initial assessment of source of wealth of investor.

9. Investor residence and jurisdictional risk analysis.

10. Enhanced Due Diligence for high-risk investors.
11. Deep verification of source of funds and method of payment.
12. Reputational risk assessment of the investor.

13. Ongoing monitoring and periodic re-certification.

14. Network mapping to identify social relationships and
hidden risks.
15. Issuance of a KYC certificate (including report) reflecting

the results following the KYC checks undertaken.

ADREC has a right to change or amend the above

requirements at its own discretion.

“ General Provisions

ADREC shall not register any property purchase and
sale transaction where the required KYC documentation
or certificate is missing, incomplete, or issued by a

non-approved service provider.

Developers will be invited to attend a workshop to
provide further clarification on the requirements set out

in this Circular.

For enquiries, please contact
relc.office@adrec.gov.ae

Kind regards,
Abu Dhabi Real Estate Centre

adrec.gov.ae
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Abu Dhabi
Real Estate Centre

List of vendors approved by
ADREC to perform KYC

ComplyFin https://complyfin.com
Themis https://tflc.ae

Kroll https://www.kroll.com/en
Moodys https://www.moodys.com

WO rldChQCk https://www.lseg.com/en/risk-intelli-

The list of approved vendors is subject to change. Always rely on getting the latest list from
the ADREC official website

Disclaimer:

The above vendors are approved by ADREC to provide KYC services in accordance with

ADREC’s KYC policy. ADREC reserves the right to review, suspend, or revoke vendor approval at
its discretion.

adrec.gov.ae
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